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ùPoland ς the most promising European pharmaceutical 
market 

ù The default (general payback) vs drug or group specific risk 
sharing methods in Poland 

ùMost recent experience with new law on reimbursement in 
Poland ς expectations realized, any hopes wasted? 

ùMinisterial practice on risk sharing tools ς what they say and 
what they actually do 

ù Future outlook ς has it already been better? 
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ù by Population  

¦6th in EU 

¦21st globally 

ù by GDP 

¦6th in EU 

¦21st globally 
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ù a fairly low dependency on loans 
ù high consumer spending  
ù exports account for only 30% of GDP 
ù the largest beneficiary of EU funds (ca. 20% of total 9¦Ωǎ financial support) 

 
 So maybe Polish GDP is suppressed at such an elementary level that can hardly be further 

suppressed even by the recent crisis? 
 
ù But: Polish debt estimated by EBC is 415% of GDP (both debt to capital markets and 

pension/social security obligations)  
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ù the only CEE country in the 
first 20 of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
largest pharmaceutical 
markets 

ù 2nd in Europe (after Russia) 
and 6th globally emerging 
pharmaceutical market 

ù 2nd (after Venezuela) 
among countries with GDP 
of under US$2 trillion 
globally (2008); 

ùUS$5 billion incremental 
2008-2013 pharma market 
value growth. 

Source: IMS Health: Pharmerging shake-up: New imperatives in a redefined world; 2010 IMS Health Incorporated 

http://www.imshealth.com/deployedfiles/imshealth/Global/Content/StaticFile/Pharma_Shake-up_Imperatives_3_10.pdf 
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ù Fixed global reimbursement budget with general payback scheme 
ù Obligatory transitional price negotiations between MoH and pharma 

companies 
ù Decisions on public funding  
¦ fully under administrative law 
¦ time-limited 
¦ made by MoH with support of Transparency Council and Economic 

Commission 
ù Hospital-administered drugs to be funded through drug programs may be 

applied for in the same procedure as pharmacy-dispensed drugs 
ù Criteria to assign co-payment category 
ù Easier to make wider limit groups 
ù Drug list to be amended every two months or more often in a form of 

announcement instead of ordinance 
These are examples ς ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƭƛŘŜǎΧ 
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ùThe new law forbids 
and penalizes any sales 
stimuli around publicly 
funded products 

ùLatest national fund-
raising was aimed to 
provide newborn life-
saving equipment and 
insulin pumps for 
pregnant women 

ùCurrently concerns if it is 
lawful to provide the 
pumps to hospitals 

ùThe penalty is 100 times 
the value of the stimuli 
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ù After negotiations 60% of publicly funded sales of blood glucose 
test strips are no longer covered (the products excluded from 
reimbursement) 

ù Total reimbursement value for blood glucose test strips  
ca. 600 milion PLN per year (ca. 130 milion EUR) 

ù The practice so far ς blood glucose meters were distributed free of 
charge 

ù Would such practice be legal now? 

ù The MoH issued a communication on their website: 

¦αDuring negotiations we have taken into account the price of a 
glucose meter. Therefore if it is distributed free of charge the 
price of the meter is included in the price of the stripsέ 

¦ Doubts regarding legal binding of such announcement 
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ù The Act published on 13 June, 2011 

ù Rules on price negotiations come 
into force 2 weeks later 

ù 131 working days to ȅŜŀǊΩǎ end 

ù 131 days x 10 h/day = 1310 h 

ù 1310 h / 3869 drugs = 0,34 h/drug 

ù 0,34 h = ca. 20 min/drug! 

Drug  
Reimbursement  

List 
1. ... 

Little time 

2. ... 

4. ... 

3. ... 

... 

3869. ... 

= 

Lot of work 
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ù Instead of 27 June the price negotiations started 131 days later ς 
on 5 November! 

ù Some companies used to leave MoH building Friday late at night 
after several hours of meeting, some had negotiation meetings 
scheduled for early morning Saturday 

ù Chief of the Economic Commission, A. CŀƱŜƪ, hardly ever came 
home for that month 

ù Though they chose the hard way: every drug was negotiated 
during a face to face meeting 

ù They announced negotiations to be completed  
on 8 December, 2011: just 20 working days + 5 Saturdays! 

ù But administrative procedure requires that reimbursement 
decisions be delivered to a company which has two weeks to 
appeal. Only then the decision may be implemented 

ù Some companies claimed that had not received decisions as of 23 
December when they found their drugs with new prices on the 
new list 
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ù Maximum reduction of price: -80.65% (from 58.90 PLN to 11.40 PLN) 
Rispolept; oral solution; 1 mg/1 ml; (Risperidonum); JANSSEN PHARMACEUTICA N.V.   

ù Highest price increase: 2.99% (from 15.05 PLN to 15.50 PLN) 
Diazepam RectTubes; enema; 2 mg/1 ml; DESITIN ARZNEIMITTEL GMBH  

ù Mean price change: -9.03% 

ù Median price change: -3.40% 

ù No information about RSS in the MoH reimbursement announcement 

It is most probably a spelling mistake 
Art. 67 ust. 8 Ustawy z dnia 12 maja 2011 r. o refundacji... 
 
¦ǊȊťŘƻǿŀ cena zbytu ustalona w wyniku negocjacji nie ƳƻȍŜ ōȅŏ ǿȅȍǎȊŀ ƴƛȍ maksymalna 
cena detaliczna brutto leku, ǏǊƻŘƪŀ ǎǇƻȍȅǿŎȊŜƎƻ specjalnego przeznaczenia ȍȅǿƛŜƴƛƻǿŜƎƻ, 
wyrobu medycznego ƻƪǊŜǏƭƻƴŀ w wykazie, o którym mowa w art. 36 ust. 5, art. 37 ust. 2 i 
art. 38 ust. 6 ustawy, o której mowa w art. 63, w brzmieniu ƻōƻǿƛŊȊǳƧŊŎȅƳ przed dniem 
ǿŜƧǏŎƛŀ w ȍȅŎƛŜ niniejszej ustawy, pomniejszona o ƳŀǊȍť ƘǳǊǘƻǿŊ w ǿȅǎƻƪƻǏŎƛ 8,91% ƭƛŎȊƻƴŊ 
od ceny ǳǊȊťŘƻǿŜƧ hurtowej oraz ƳŀǊȍť ŘŜǘŀƭƛŎȊƴŊ... 


